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a pilot project was carried out to explore to what 

extent the EPO was able to utilise work results of na-

tional patent offices of the contracting states of the 

European Patent Organisation in cases where a na-

tional application had been filed prior to an EP ap-

plication for the same invention. The pilot showed 

that the utilisation of work results of national patent 

offices by the EPO might enhance the efficiency and 

quality of the European patent grant procedure. 

The Administrative Council of the European Pat-

ent Organisation therefore decided to expand the 

utilisation of work results in a phased approach. The 

project is currently in the implementation phase 

and therefore called Utilisation Implementation 

Project (UIP).  

IPeuropAware – a success story for European  

cooperation

For more than three years we participated in the 

IPeuropAware project, funded by the European 

Commission under the competitiveness and innova-

tion framework programme, which came to a close 

in February 2011. The programme aimed at raising 

awareness of IP among small and medium enter-

prises (SMEs) to enable them to actively utilise and, 

above all, enforce their IP rights.

Our project team at our Technical Information Cen-

tre (TIZ) in Berlin continued the project work from 

previous years by running several important infor-

mation events on “enforcement of industrial prop-

erty rights”. These events helped us to consolidate 

and expand existing networks with stakeholder of 

IP protection at the national, European and interna-

tional level. 

Working together with Messe Frankfurt GmbH and 

the Enterprise Europe Network Hessen at two trade 

fair events was a successful example of cooperation 

in early 2010. On those occasions, we had the oppor-

tunity to present our project results jointly with the 

OHIM, the patent information centres and various 

trade associations.  

In 2010, for the first time, we presented the practical 

IP guides for specific trade sectors (sectoral hand-

books) on the trade shows “Heimtextil” and “Ambi-

ente”. The handbooks, which were compiled during 

the project, offer practical advice on enforcement of 

IP rights. 

In October 2010, we welcomed SMEs to another 

practice-oriented information event on IPR enforce-

ment, which took place in Nuremberg and was 

organised in cooperation with EU-Beratungsstelle 

Nürnberg and the patents and standards depart-

ment of LGA Training & Consulting GmbH, a compa-

ny of TÜV Rheinland LGA Beteiligungs GmbH and a 

member of the network of regional patent informa-

tion centres in Germany. The SMEs showed a keen 

interest in the subject of the event. 

The 20 regional patent information centres in Ger-

many are important contact points with a special 

focus on SMEs (see page 50). Within the scope of the 

project, a workshop on “Soft IP and Enforcement” 

was held especially for these enterprises. It was 

part of the training programme of the EU ip4inno 

project, coordinated by the European Patent Acad-

emy. In July 2010 staff of the patent information cen-

tres came together at TIZ Berlin to attend a training 

course on these topics. 

“Setting up and networking of NPO helpdesks” was  

a key component of the project, for which our Office 

Vice-President Günther schmitz in nuremberg  
on 14 October 2010
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had overall responsibility at European level. For this 

purpose, we compiled a list of frequently asked ques-

tions (FAQ) on enforcement of industrial property 

rights (Enforcement FAQ). It offers detailed information 

on enforcement in 19 European countries and has 

been available since December 2010 on the Internet 

at: http://www.innovaccess.eu/enforcement_faqs.html.

On 9 September 2010 representatives of several 

national Offices laid the foundation for sustainable 

cooperation in an international project workshop at 

TIZ Berlin. They agreed on common goals and fields 

of work after the end of the project. Effective coordi-

nation by our project team made it possible to draft 

a letter of intent even before the end of the project. 

It aims to further promote cooperation between 

national Offices by describing the possible contents 

of future cooperation in addition to common goals. 

Many European partner organisations have already 

announced that they plan to sign the letter of intent. 

It is starting to emerge that, owing to the great suc-

cess of the project, the European Commission de-

velops plans for a concrete follow-up project, based 

on the general letter of intent, which will take into 

account the results of the project workshop.

world Intellectual Property Organization 
(wIPO) in Geneva

WIPO is a specialised agency of the United Nations 

and an umbrella organisation responsible for the 

administration of several worldwide treaties on the 

protection of intellectual property. Its headquarters 

are in Geneva. At present, WIPO has 184 members. 

Our Office again actively participated in the deci-

sion-making processes in various WIPO committees 

in 2010.

ip4inno training with representatives of the patent 
information centres at tIZ Berlin on 6 July 2010

IPeuropAware workshop with european visitors at tIZ Berlin 
on 9 september 2010

InteRnAtIOnAL COOPeRAtIOn  |



18 March, 26 April and 19 August 2010
Jena lectures

In 2001, the lecture series on industrial property and copyright was 

launched by our Jena Sub-Office in cooperation with Professor Dr. 

Volker Michael Jänich (Gerd Bucerius Chair of Civil Law with German 

and International Industrial Property Protection, Friedrich-Schiller-

Universität, Jena). Since then, experts have explored intellectual prop-

erty issues, several times a year, within the scope of our lecture series.

The centre-east district groups of the German Association for Indus-

trial Property and Copyright (GRUR) and the Association of Intellec-

tual Property Experts (VPP) supported the lectures as co-organisers.

In 2010, the lectures dealt with the following topics: developments in 

the patent area of the German Patent and Trade Mark Office (DPMA), 

the challenges for copyright in the digital age and current issues of 

trade mark law, above all, the obligation to use a trade mark.

If you wish to attend future Jena lectures please contact Ms. Lüders 

(phone: +49 (0) 3641 40-5501; e-mail: carmen.lueders@dpma.de).
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A look back – 
events in 2010
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26 April 2010
Innovative technology to reduce 
our energy costs

On 26 April 2010, Andreas Scheuer, Parliamentary 

State Secretary to the Federal Minister of Transport, 

Building and Urban Affairs, presented a symbolic 

cheque for 4.64 million euros towards the energy-

efficient renovation of our main building in Munich, 

funding awarded under the second economic stimu-

lus package.

These funds will enable us to implement a combina-

tion of complex energy saving measures: a solar and 

geothermal system combined with a CHP unit and 

an absorption chiller as well as radiant cooling pan-

els for very hot rooms. With these measures we will 

drastically reduce the energy consumption for heat-

ing and cooling our rooms, enabling us to turn our 

building into a model of energy efficiency.

We do not only grant patents for cutting edge in-

ventions relating to renewable energy, but we also 

use these innovative processes ourselves and, at the 

same time, set an example for the intensified use of 

renewable energy. 

31 May to 2 June 2010
21st PATLIB “Patent information – 
a business tool”

The 21st international conference of patent infor-

mation centres (PIZ) in Europe (PATLIB) took place 

from 31 May to 2 June 2010. The event held under the 

slogan “Patent information – a business tool“ was at-

tended by about 250 participants from the contract-

ing states of the European Patent Organisation. Our 

President, Cornelia Rudloff-Schäffer, opened the con-

ference together with the Vice-President of the Eu-

ropean Patent Office, Wim van der Eijk. Among the 

topics covered at the three-day conference were, for 

example, the exchange of experience on best prac-

tices of patent information centres, questions regard-

ing technology transfer from universities to industry, 

funding measures for small and medium enterprises 

as well as the latest international developments. 

Representatives of the Technical Information Cen-

tre in Berlin and of the patent information centre at 

Technische Universität Dresden formed the prepa-

ration teams that significantly contributed to the 

success of the conference. 

eVents In 2010  |

From the left: Dr. Andreas scheuer (Federal Ministry of transport, Building and 
Urban Affairs – BMVBs), Cornelia Rudloff-schäffer (DPMA), Dr. Wolfgang schmitt-
Wellbrock
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6 June 2010
5th children’s and family festival

On 6 June 2010, we co-organised the 5th children’s 

and family festival at Rasenmühleninsel, Jenaer 

Paradies, a park on the banks of the river Saale. “Je-

na gets moving” was the theme of the festival and, 

faithful to this motto, children were offered a range 

of physical activities at our stand, for example, 

Viking chess, a penalty shoot-out game and giant 

pick-up sticks. At the summer biathlon children and 

their parents raced on skis along a course and threw 

balls on tin cans. Our IT trainees designed participa-

tion certificates with the photographs of the little 

winners for the children to take home with them. 

14 to 25 June 2010
wIPO-DPMA interregional seminar 
on industrial property

Within the framework of the two-week “WIPO-

DPMA interregional seminar on industrial property”, 

organised in cooperation with the World Intellectual 

Property Organization (WIPO), twelve foreign pat-

ent and trade mark examiners attended training at 

the DPMA in June 2010. The participants came from 

Croatia, Indonesia, Iraq, Malaysia, Oman, Papua New 

Guinea, the Philippines, Russia, Thailand, Ukraine, 

Viet Nam and Zimbabwe. First, we provided the 

international guests with a general overview of the 

duties of our organisation and an introduction to 

our information services for the public. After that 

introduction our experts from the Patent and Trade 

Mark Departments ran in-depth training courses 

and a multi-day on-the-job-training. Further agenda 

items of the seminar included visits to other IP insti-

tutions in Munich, for example, Max Planck Institute 

for Intellectual Property and Competition Law, the 

Munich Intellectual Property Law Center and the 

Federal Patent Court (BPatG). 

President Rudloff-schäffer and the WIPO trainees at the DPMA

|  eVents In 2010



DPMA – Annual Report 2010 77

17 and 18 June 2010
6th Jena Trade Mark Law Day

FORUM Institute for Management GmbH held the 

6th Jena Trade Mark Law Day in cooperation with 

Friedrich-Schiller-Universität, Jena and the DPMA. 

Professor Dr. Volker Michael Jänich of Friedrich-

Schiller-Universität, Jena opened the event with 

the topic: “Trade mark law in focus”. Lectures and 

workshops on trade mark law, some of which were 

held by staff of our Office, covered a broad range of 

topics, for example, national trade mark and design 

procedures. Notable speakers from the Federal Pat-

ent Court (BPatG), the Office for Harmonization in 

the Internal Market (OHIM), the legal profession and 

the judiciary presented papers on national and Eu-

ropean court rulings on trade mark matters.

20 to 22 June 2010 
Third Intellectual Property Business congress

For the first time the “Intellectual Property Business 

Congress” took place in Germany and was supported 

by the DPMA. Introductory remarks were delivered 

by former DPMA Vice-President Siegfried Dellinger. 

More than 450 delegates from all over the world 

attended the meeting. In plenary sessions and work-

shops, high-level representatives from business and 

industry, politics and science discussed issues relat-

ing to the promotion and exploitation of intellectual 

property. Particular focus was given to the specific 

needs of small and medium-sized enterprises. A 

highlight of the event was the “IP Hall of Fame gala 

dinner” organised by Intellectual Asset Magazine 

(IAM) to honour those individuals who made an out-

standing contribution to the intellectual property 

system. 

June 2010
Online presentation “Football & Technology”

In June, on occasion of the 2010 FIFA World Cup in 

South Africa, we updated our online presentation 

“Football & Technology” (http://www.dpma.de/

service/galerie/fussballundtechnik/de/index.html), 

available on the Internet since the 2006 FIFA World 

Cup. 

Football enthusiastic inventors have always provided 

ideas to get more fun and success out of playing foot-

ball. Our presentation shows a survey of the history 

of technical developments related to football and a 

selection of typical inventions described in patent 

documents. 

It is a quick and thorough source of information on 

football inventions for experts and interested ama-

teurs and provides easy access to the world of patents. 

eVents In 2010  |



DPMA – Annual Report 201078

22 July 2010
Panel discussion on “climate change and 
‘green technologies’ – challenges for the 
patent system” in our lecture series “Talks 
about Intellectual Property”

On 22 July 2010, notable experts of politics and in-

dustry, associations and international patent organ-

isations talked at our Munich Office about climate 

change and green technologies, and the challenges 

for the patent system, and addressed the question 

whether and how the patent system was able to 

promote the worldwide distribution of environmen-

tally friendly technologies. 

In their opening speeches, the Federal Minister of 

Justice, Sabine Leutheusser-Schnarrenberger, and 

the President of the European Patent Office, Benoît 

Battistelli, underlined the importance of protecting 

innovation by patents for “green technologies”. 

The discussion focused on the problems of defin-

ing “green technologies” and the evaluation of the 

“fast-track procedure”, offered by some Offices in 

these fields of technology, to accelerate patent ex-

amination. Other issues included the possibility of 

an increased use of licensing of rights, and the crea-

tion and use of voluntary patent pools to enhance 

technology transfer of the new climate change miti-

gation technologies. The participants also raised 

the question on how to assess the demands of some 

developing countries to relax or abolish patent pro-

tection for “green technologies” and what impacts 

this might have on the international patent system, 

and on German and other European enterprises. 

22 July 2010
Introduction of our new corporate design

On occasion of the visit of the Federal Minister of 

Justice, we presented our new corporate design to 

the public. 

The new logo featuring the federal eagle and the 

national colours clearly emphasises the special sta-

tus of the German Patent and Trade Mark Office as a 

federal agency.

With the new logo, we have also adopted the cor-

porate design of the federal government which has 

already been used by numerous federal ministries 

and federal agencies. It allows us to contribute to 

presenting a consistent image of public institutions 

at the federal level.

Federal Minister of Justice Leutheusser-schnarrenberger  
and President Rudloff-schäffer presenting the new logo

Panelists at the event “talks about Intellectual Property”
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8 October 2010
Days of Taste 2010

In 2010, we participated for the first time in the 

“Days of Taste”, a nationwide project initiated by the 

Federal Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Consumer 

Protection (BMELV) and the Michelin-starred chef 

Johann Lafer. Our presentation combined the topics 

of conscious cultivation of the gustatory sense and 

high quality nutrition with the technical topic of 

electronic sensor systems and the various applica-

tions of these patented systems. 

We presented the “electronic nose” and “electronic 

tongue” that can be used, in particular, in the res-

taurant industry and the food retail trade to ensure 

food quality. Visitors were also interested in the oth-

er possible applications of electronic sensor systems 

in medical diagnostics and safety devices. 

During the event it became clear that innovation 

can play an important role even beyond its original 

field of use and that applying for IP protection for 

innovative products is an important requirement 

for economic success.  

18 November 2010
Visit by Minister of Justice 
Sabine Leutheusser-Schnarrenberger

After an earlier visit by Dr. Birgit Grundmann, State 

Secretary to the Federal Minister of Justice, to the 

general staff assembly in May 2010, Federal Minister 

of Justice Sabine Leutheusser-Schnarrenberger 

attended the general staff assembly of the Munich 

Office, held at the Gasteig cultural centre, on

18 November 2010. After the meeting, the Federal 

Minister of Justice talked with President Cornelia 

Rudloff-Schäffer and the staff council. 

Her visit was concluded by a tour of our on-site 

nursery, managed in cooperation with the City of 

Munich. The nursery is one of many measures of our 

Office as an employer to better reconcile work and 

family life. 

Federal Minister of Justice Leutheusser-schnarrenberger and 
President Rudloff-schäffer visiting the nursery of the DPMA

eVents In 2010  |
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18 and 19 November 2010
Trade mark seminar for patent information 
centres

From 18 to 19 November 2010, a two-day trade mark 

seminar for patent information centres took place at 

our Sub-Office in Jena. It was attended by 22 partici-

pants from 16 patent information centres. In addi-

tion to basic principles and the increased economic 

importance of the trade mark, the seminar also 

provided extensive information on the registration 

procedure and opposition proceedings.

On the second day the participants simulated the 

end-to-end processing of a trade mark application 

with the help of realistic sample applications. On 

a guided tour of the Sub-Office participants were 

shown the various processing stages of “their” trade 

mark application, thus providing a practical learn-

ing experience for participants about the various 

phases a trade mark file goes through. Due to the 

positive feedback and the many questions raised, 

specifically on the differences between trade marks 

and designs, we plan to run another seminar on de-

sign rights. 

24 November 2010
Talks with representatives from business 
and industry

In autumn, more than 100 representatives from busi-

ness, industry, professional associations, the legal 

profession and patent attorneys met in Munich for 

our annual meeting called “Industriebesprechung”.

President Rudloff-Schäffer, Vice-President Schmitz, 

Dr. Ernst, Head of Directorate at the Federal Ministry 

of Justice, and other leading representatives of the 

DPMA provided information about current projects 

and developments at our Office and in the field of IP 

protection.

The presentations and discussions focused on the 

current application figures of the different types of 

IP rights, our strategic cooperation with other IP 

Offices and the introduction of the electronic case 

file for patents and utility models in summer 2011.

Please contact us, if you too deal with IP aspects in 

your company or law firm and wish to attend the 

next “Industriebesprechung” meeting or other 

events organised by our Office. You can e-mail us at 

presse@dpma.de or call us on +49 (0) 89 2195-3222.

More information on the “Industriebesprechung” 

meeting is available at: http://presse.dpma.de/

presseservice/industriebesprechung/index.html 

(in German).

Panelists at the talks with representatives from business and industry
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8 December 2010

Visit by the rapporteurs of the budget com-
mittee

On 8 December 2010, Ewald Schurer (SPD) and Al-

exander Funk (CDU / CSU), Members of the German 

Bundestag, visited us. Both are rapporteurs of the 

budget committee in charge of the DPMA. Senior 

management gave the two visitors a general out-

line of our Office and an insight into our work, and 

talked with them about current topics, for instance, 

the introduction of the electronic case file (ElSA) in 

the summer of 2011. A visit to the IT test centre of 

Department 2 gave the Members of the Bundestag 

a first insight into that project. A tour of the newly 

refurbished DPMAforum hall completed the visit. 

The visitors showed great interest in our wide range 

of tasks and will continue to observe our progress 

attentively.

9 December 2010
Second Trade Mark User Day 
in the Jena Sub-Office

At the second Trade Mark User Day, on 9 December 

2010, the representatives of small and medium en-

terprises seized the opportunity to discuss questions, 

problems and suggestions directly with the staff of 

our Jena Sub-Office. A general introduction to trade 

marks and our Office as a big national trade mark Of-

fice in Europe, was followed by a presentation on the 

recent developments in the trade mark registration 

procedure, specifically explaining the revised ap-

plication form, the extended search engine for goods 

and services, and the conversion to the principle of 

precedence of “number over word”, intended to be 

applied to classification as of 1 January 2011. In the 

afternoon, the focus was on opposition and cancella-

tion proceedings. Afterwards we presented our en-

hanced trade mark online services to the attendees. 

Encouraged by the positive feedback we plan to or-

ganise a third Trade Mark User Day in 2011.

20 December 2011
Visit of the Parliamentary State Secretary, 
Dr. Max Stadler

At the end of the year, on 20 December 2010, Dr. 

Max Stadler visited us. Dr. Stadler is Parliamentary 

State Secretary to the Federal Minister of Justice 

and Member of the Bundestag. He was particularly 

interested in the latest developments in all depart-

ments of our Office, above all, the forthcoming in-

troduction of the electronic case file. 

the rapporteurs of the budget committee visiting the DPMA

Working session with the rapporteurs of the budget 
committee
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“Germany must continue its efforts to open up promising lead mar-

kets through innovation, develop these markets through social 

changes, and thus secure material, cultural and social wellbeing.” 

This is the description of the initial situation, given in the brochure 

“High-Tech Strategy 2020 for Germany. Ideas. Innovation. Prosperity”, 

published by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research  

(http://www.bmbf.de/pub/hts_2020.pdf, retrieved on 13 January 2011).

Innovation awards serve as an incentive for these efforts and as a re-

ward for outstanding innovation. We took part in the selection of the 

winners for the following institutions: 

Deutscher Zukunftspreis – The Federal President’s Award  
for Technology and Innovation
http://www.deutscher-zukunftspreis.de

Deutscher Zukunftspreis is awarded by the Federal President for out-

standing innovative achievements in the areas of technology, science 

and engineering. Ms. Rudloff-Schäffer, President of the German Patent 

and Trade Mark Office, is a member of the Board of Trustees that deter-

mines the final criteria for the selection process. Our organisation is 

entitled to nominate projects for the Deutscher Zunkunftspreis award. 

As inventor you are welcome to contact us with your projects. 

European Inventor Award
http://www.epo.org/topics/innovation-and-economy/ 

european-inventor_de.html

Since 2006, the European Patent Office has honoured inventors with 

the European Inventor Award. The award is presented annually to 

inventors with a European patent in the categories Industry, SMEs / 

Research, Non-European Countries, and Lifetime Achievement. Our 

examiners have submitted nominations for the award.

Inventor and  
innovation awards
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Innovation award of the German industry
http://www.innovationspreis.com

Since 1980, the innovation award of the German 

industry has annually recognised outstanding tech-

nical, scientific and intellectual achievements. As a 

member of the judging panel Ms. Rudloff-Schäffer 

took a prominent part in selecting the winners, 

drawing on the technical expertise of our patent 

examiners to help her in this task. 

The German innovation prize
http://www.der-deutsche-innovationspreis.de/

The German innovation prize was established in 

2009. It is awarded to recognise outstanding pio-

neering ideas by German entrepreneurs who have 

the innovative power to change markets. In 2010, 

for the first time, the jury panel chose the winners 

of the categories: large enterprises, medium enter-

prises and start-ups.

Innovation award of Berlin-Brandenburg 
http://www.innovationspreis-bb.de

The innovation award of Berlin-Brandenburg is 

jointly presented by the German Länder of Berlin 

and Brandenburg and the business enterprises of the 

greater Berlin area. The award aims at supporting 

enterprises and innovators in the regions of Berlin 

and Brandenburg. Ms. Rudloff-Schäffer is a member 

of the jury, assisted in this role by our patent examin-

ers who provide advice and expertise. 

Innovation award of the Bavarian  
Volksbanken and Raiffeisenbanken

For many years the innovation award of the Bavar-

ian Volksbanken and Raiffeisenbanken (cooperative 

banks) has been a tribute to medium-sized enterpris-

es in Bavaria for outstanding technological innova-

tion. Ms. Rudloff-Schäffer is the chair of the jury.

Jugend forscht
https://www.jugend-forscht.de/

“Jugend forscht” is the biggest European youth com-

petition in the fields of science and technology. Our 

Office is a member of the jury in the regional com-

petition of “Jugend forscht” in Bavaria.

FOcUS competition for pupils
http://www.focus.de/schuelerwettbewerb

For more than ten years our Heads of Office have 

been members of the jury of the competition “Schule 

macht Zukunft” (schools: shaping the future) of the 

FOCUS news magazine. “Where will we be in 2020 – 

thinking about the future – assuming responsibility” 

was the motto of the 14th FOCUS competition for pu-

pils in 2010. The teams of contestants explored what 

responsibility for the future meant in relation to so-

cial, economic, scientific and technological issues. 

young people conducting experiments;  
picture credit: stiftung Jugend forscht e. V.
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The single government service telephone number 115

Since 1 March 2011 we have participated in the project “The single 

government service telephone number 115” (www.d115.de). 

The aim of the project is to give private individuals and businesses an 

easy way to contact government agencies by providing a direct line to 

public administration. There is a single telephone number (115) for all 

kinds of enquiries, ranging from questions on the new national iden-

tity card to pension award information or to questions on the patent 

application procedure. If it is not possible to conclusively resolve the 

enquiry on the first call, the caller will be put through to the agency 

responsible for dealing with the matter in question, for example, our 

enquiry service. 

Our participation in this project offers a new service to those people 

in particular who seek information on industrial property rights but 

do not yet know that they can contact us directly. 

A glance at 2011
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International cooperation to provide fast and 
reliable protection of intellectual property

In the interest of our customers, we advocate reli-

able, fast and easily available protection of intellec-

tual property also at the international level.

In this context, we are persistently expanding the 

Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) network. This 

and other projects are essential to improve interna-

tional patent quality and boost efficiency of patent 

examination procedures. It is likely that the ongoing 

PPH pilot with the US Patent and Trademark Office 

(USPTO) will be extended in 2011.

At the bilateral level, we are able to refer to three 

events scheduled for 2011:

In March 2011, the DPMA and the USPTO jointly or-

ganised a PPH workshop in Munich for representa-

tives from industry. 

In May 2011, a workshop on trade mark systems, 

jointly run by the USPTO and the DPMA, took place 

at the INTA’s Annual Meeting (International Trade-

mark Association) in San Francisco.

In October 2011, the 30th anniversary of coopera-

tion between the Chinese and German patent Of-

fices will be celebrated in China. 

DPMAregister – a single service for 
all types of IP

In May 2011, we complete our well-established and 

popular DPMAregister online service (see also 55) 

by adding patent, utility model and topography da-

ta. The trade mark and design data were integrated 

into DPMAregister at an earlier date. 

This means that all national publication events 

and legal statuses for all IP rights are provided in a 

single database. This makes it easier for our users to 

search, for example, for trade mark registrations or 

patent applications or obtain an excerpt from the 

respective register. Furthermore, they can still use 

the automated monitoring service regarding all IP 

rights and IP owners.  

Energy-efficient refurbishment of Munich 
headquarters

In 2010 und 2011, we have used the budgetary funds 

allocated under the second economic stimulation 

package (KPII) (see also page 75) to conduct an 

energy-efficient refurbishment of our headquarters 

in Munich. A solar and geothermal system (renew-

able energy sources) combined with a CHP unit and 

an absorption chiller will enable us to considerably 

reduce our primary energy demand. At the same 

time, this will help us to make a major contribution 

to reducing CO2 emissions. Geothermal drilling will 

be completed by early summer 2011. 

At the same time, the installation of radiant cooling 

panels in the office tower will effectively deal with 

the stifling summer heat in offices, which has been 

affecting our staff. Conclusion of installation works 

is scheduled for autumn 2011. 

We look forward to seeing the whole system becom-

ing fully operational in late 2011. 
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International cooperation within the scope 
of the cooperation Fund 

The Cooperation Fund is designed to promote fur-

ther harmonisation of trade marks and designs in 

cooperation with the Office for Harmonization in 

the Internal Market (OHIM) in Alicante (Spain) and 

the national patent and trade mark Offices of the 

European Union. A further aim is to modernise 

national IP Offices, and provide easier access to the 

European trade mark and design systems for users. 

Our Office is actively involved in a variety of work 

groups and projects: 

TMview (trade mark) and DesignView (design) allow 

users to search the databases of various Offices via 

a single search tool. This constitutes a considerable 

additional benefit particularly for all those who use 

several trade mark systems (community trade mark 

and national applications) and design systems. 

The “common tool on similarity of goods and services” 

is a database meant to provide an option to users 

and participating Offices alike to conduct an online 

search for the decision-making practice and court 

rulings on the similarity of goods and services, valid 

in the chosen country.

common European database on  
classification

Since early 2010, we have worked together with the 

OHIM and other European trade mark Offices to es-

tablish a common classification database within the 

scope of the Cooperation Fund. This database is in-

tended to help to apply uniform European standards 

for the acceptance of lists of goods / services. We aim 

to reduce the efforts required to classify and clarify 

the lists of goods / services for all those involved.

Meanwhile the translations for the database have 

been concluded. The original database is in Eng-

lish and currently comprises about 80,000 terms. 

Presently, it is intended to reach agreement on the 

classification of those terms which were classified 

or worded differently by the participating national 

Offices. 

Public availability of the database is scheduled for 

the end of 2011. The database provides the option 

to translate terms into other languages insofar as 

translations have already been provided by the 

respective Offices. In the future, new terms will 

constantly be added to the database, if necessary. 

The OHIM works on a web-based harmonisation 

programme to be able to quickly decide on propos-

als for new terms. 

… Mark Twain was also an inventor? 

The American author Samuel Langhorne Clemens (1835-1910), who became 

world famous under the pen name of Mark Twain, patented three inventions: 

elastic straps for garments, a self-pasting scrapbook and a board game. 

Did you know that …

|  A GLAnCe At 2011



DPMA – Annual Report 2010 872011 tRADe FAIR CALenDAR  |

2011 trade fair calendar

trade fair Location Hall / stand

January

28. 01. – 01. 02. CBP (Christmas-,  
Beauty-, Paperworld) Frankfurt / Main Foyer of hall 4.1 http://www.christmasworld.messe 

frankfurt.com

February

11. 02. – 15. 02. Ambiente Frankfurt / Main Foyer of hall 4.1. http://www.ambiente.messefrankfurt.com

March

01. 03. – 03. 03. embedded world nuremberg Hall 9, stand 128 http://www.embedded-world.de

15. 03. – 19. 03. IsH Frankfurt / Main Foyer of hall 4.1. http://www.ish.messefrankfurt.com

25. 03. – 26. 03. azubi- & studientage Munich M, O, C, stand 183 http://www.azubitage.de

April

04. 04. – 08. 04. HAnnOVeR Messe Hanover Hall 2, stand A 35 http://www.hannovermesse.de

06. 04. – 10. 04. Messe für erfindungen Geneva (CH) http://www.inventions-geneva.ch

May

05. 05. – 06. 05. VPP Berlin http://www.vpp-patent.de

23. 05. – 26. 05. LAseR World of  
PHOtOnICs Munich Hall C1, stand 653 http://www.world-of-photonics.net

June

08. 06. – 10. 06. Intersolar Munich B3.536 http://www.intersolar.de

09. 06. – 10. 06. PAtInFO Ilmenau http://www.paton.tu-ilmenau.de

July

06. 07. tag der gewerblichen 
schutzrechte stuttgart http://www.patente-stuttgart.de

August

26. 08. – 30. 08. tendence Frankfurt / Main Foyer of hall 4.1. http://www.tendence.messefrankfurt.com

september

04. 09. – 06. 09. spoga + gafa Cologne http://www.spogagafa.com

14. 09. – 17. 09. GRUR-Jahrestagung Berlin http://www.grur.de

19. 09. – 24. 09. eMO Hanover http://www.emo-hannover.de

23. 09. – 24. 09. stARt-Messe essen http://www.start-messe.de

October

11. 10. – 13. 10. BIOteCHnICA Hanover http://www.biotechnica.de

17. 10. – 20. 10. ePO Patent Information 
Conference Kilkenny (Ireland) http://www.epo.org

21. 10. – 22. 10. deGUt Berlin http://www.degut.de

27. 10. – 30. 10. ienA nuremberg http://www.iena.de

november

16. 11. – 19. 11. MeDICA Düsseldorf http://www.medica.de

24. 11. Innovationstag  
thüringen erfurt http://www.innovationstag-thueringen.de
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More detailed statistics are available in the respective March edition 

of the gazette “Blatt für Patent-, Muster- und Zeichenwesen“ (Blatt für 

PMZ), published by Carl Heymanns Verlag (www.heymanns.com).

Statistics

|  stAtIstICs
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1. Patent applications and patents
1.1 national patent applications and international patent applications with effect in the Federal Republic of Germany

year

national applications  
(DPMA direct applications) 1

International applications which  
entered the national phase at the 
DPMA (DPMA PCt national phase)

Applications 
 DPMA direct applications and  

DPMA PCt national phase

national 2 Foreign 2 Total national 2 Foreign 2 Total national 2 Foreign 2 Total

2004 48,329 9,455 57,784 119 1,331 1,450 48,448 10,786 59,234

2005 47,537 10,214 57,751 830 1,641 2,471 48,367 11,855 60,222

2006 47,213 10,364 57,577 799 2,209 3,008 48,012 12,573 60,585

2007 47,012 10,382 57,394 841 2,757 3,598 47,853 13,139 60,992

2008 48,348 10,407 58,755 892 2,770 3,662 49,240 13,177 62,417

2009 46,844 9,094 55,938 1,015 2,630 3,645 47,859 11,724 59,583

2010 46,142 9,375 55,517 905 2,823 3,728 47,047 12,198 59,245

1 Applications for a German patent filed with the DPMA
2 Place of residence or seat of the applicant

1.2 Patent applications before entry into the examination procedure 1

year
total applications  

received 2

Procedures concluded  
before filing of  

examination request 3

Patent applications before entry into  
the examination procedure

Total
including applications for 
which formal examination 

was concluded

2004 59,223 23,303 124,169 110,387

2005 58,720 22,006 126,540 113,491

2006 58,251 21,227 129,938 115,078

2007 58,177 21,685 131,488 116,621

2008 59,383 21,263 135,382 121,253

2009 56,506 21,271 133,783 125,096

2010 56,205 24,036 133,788 124,186

1 DPMA direct applications
2 new applications and remissions by the Federal Patent Court, allowed appeals, reinstatements
3 For example, due to withdrawal, non-payment of application or renewal fees, examination request not filed

1.3 Patent applications in the examination procedure

year
examination requests received Concluded in the  

examination procedure,  
total

Patents granted  
by the DPMA 1Total together with applications

2004 36,575 25,444 33,862 16,661

2005 37,387 25,082 36,064 17,063

2006 38,696 25,452 38,140 21,034

2007 39,228 24,972 34,297 17,739

2008 38,470 24,714 33,193 17,308

2009 35,694 22,666 32,074 14,435

2010 36,841 22,519 32,799 13,678

1 Patents granted without opposition and patents maintained after opposition
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1.4 Patents in force (granted by the DPMA)

year new grants Lapsed patents 1 Patents in force at the end of the year

2004 17,016 16,075 118,404

2005 17,377 14,877 120,904

2006 21,193 14,661 127,436

2007 17,884 13,958 131,362

2008 17,421 13,474 135,309

2009 14,577 16,273 133,613

2010 13,747 19,269 128,091

1 Lapsed patents due to abandonment, non-payment of annual fees, expiry of the term of protection and declaration of nullity

1.5 Patent applications (DPMA direct applications and DPMA PCt national phase) by German Länder (place of residence or seat 
of the applicant)

German Länder 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Baden-Württemberg 12,856 12,828 13,347 13,638 15,081 15,532 14,813

Bavaria 13,449 13,688 14,010 13,616 13,528 12,641 12,969

Berlin 905 866 943 992 891 965 903

Brandenburg 347 311 428 389 366 354 301

Bremen 172 173 142 178 144 156 148

Hamburg 994 919 946 973 1,100 947 905

Hesse 3,783 3,402 3,202 2,963 2,678 2,486 2,411

Mecklenburg-W. Pomerania 205 197 183 170 186 191 155

Lower saxony 2,813 2,738 2,603 2,715 3,351 2,966 2,940

north-Rhine / Westphalia 7,830 8,151 8,195 8,190 7,797 7,408 7,506

Rhineland-Palatinate 2,139 2,218 1,311 1,235 1,274 1,263 1,182

saarland 347 360 318 331 295 312 259

saxony 834 847 810 923 998 1,167 1,136

saxony-Anhalt 398 366 343 327 356 298 312

schleswig-Holstein 624 600 585 615 590 569 561

thuringia 752 703 646 598 605 604 546

Total 48,448 48,367 48,012 47,853 49,240 47,859 47,047

|  stAtIstICs
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1.7 Patent applications filed by universities by German Länder  
(place of residence or seat of the applicant, applications from some Länder had to be combined for anonymisation purposes)

German Länder 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

schleswig-Holstein, Hamburg 39 32 32 32 28 28 38

Lower saxony, Bremen 27 51 58 52 58 59 77

north-Rhine / Westphalia 55 71 82 79 67 97 81

Hesse 31 49 35 46 44 44 39

Rhineland-Palatinate, saarland 21 26 27 13 18 10 20

Baden-Württemberg 75 114 81 77 77 72 77

Bavaria 36 46 67 61 68 72 86

Berlin 26 25 27 40 34 29 25

Brandenburg,  
Mecklenburg-W. Pomerania

26 34 51 34 28 44 31

saxony 114 89 106 111 97 138 108

saxony-Anhalt 18 23 25 20 27 25 23

thuringia 51 44 54 51 52 54 56

Total 519 604 645 616 598 672 661

1.6 Patent applications by countries of origin (place of residence or seat of the applicant)  
(DPMA direct applications and PCt applications in the national phase)

Applications filed at the DPMA

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Germany 48,448 48,367 48,012 47,853 49,240 47,859 47,047

UsA 2,702 3,245 3,283 3,835 4,279 3,648 4,228

Japan 3,407 3,449 3,618 3,782 3,511 3,157 2,970

France 280 312 268 272 210 195 209

netherlands 118 104 142 82 97 87 86

switzerland 976 943 1,157 1,127 1,103 973 944

Republic of Korea 726 777 915 723 904 615 684

United Kingdom 100 120 116 150 76 87 138

Italy 89 85 97 121 104 58 91

sweden 313 338 285 267 261 281 269

Others 2,075 2,482 2,692 2,780 2,632 2,623 2,579

Total 59,234 60,222 60,585 60,992 62,417 59,583 59,245

stAtIstICs  |
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1.8 Breakdown of domestic patent applicants according to filing activity (in %)

Percentage of applicants having filed

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

one application 68.2 66.5 66.7 66.3 67.3 67.4 66.8

2 – 10 applications 28.8 29.9 29.5 30.1 29.1 29.1 29.8

11 – 100 applications 2.7 3.3 3.4 3.2 3.2 3.2 3.1

more than 100 applications 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.3

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

Percentage of applications by applicants having filed

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

one application 19.0 16.6 16.7 16.4 16.1 17.0 16.5

2 – 10 applications 25.0 24.3 24.5 24.5 23.2 23.8 24.3

11 – 100 applications 19.0 22.7 22.2 22.4 21.5 22.9 22.6

more than 100 applications 37.0 36.4 36.6 36.7 39.2 36.3 36.6

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

|  stAtIstICs
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1.9 Classes of the International Patent Classification (IPC) with the largest number of patent applications  
(DPMA direct applications) in 2010

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 IPC class

1 5,118 5,276 5,415 5,522 5,709 5,343 5,600 B 60 Vehicles in general

2 3,829 4,007 4,566 4,519 5,103 4,692 4,730 F 16 engineering elements  
or units

3 3,663 3,916 3,920 3,843 4,032 3,681 3,597 G 01 Measuring, testing

4 3,612 3,425 3,520 3,709 3,767 3,603 3,540 H 01 Basic electric elements

5 2,760 3,063 2,928 2,791 2,750 2,682 2,523 A 61 Medical or veterinary  
science; hygiene

6 2,157 2,163 2,069 1,933 2,302 2,123 2,315 F 02 Combustion engines

7 1,851 1,787 1,834 1,836 1,818 1,832 1,991 H 02
Generation, conversion  
or distribution of electric 
power

8 1,737 1,759 1,770 1,711 1,644 1,514 1,463 F 01 Machines or engines  
in general

9 1,672 1,538 1,743 1,569 1,616 1,434 1,456 B 65
Conveying, packing,  
storing, handling thin  
material

10 1,521 1,506 1,429 1,281 1,515 1,378 1,329 H 04 electric communication  
technique

11 1,125 1,087 1,130 1,088 1,252 1,227 1,243 B 62
Land vehicles for  
travelling otherwise  
than on rails

12 1,108 1,058 1,109 1,067 1,219 1,174 1,226 A 47
Furniture,  
domestic articles or  
appliances

13 1,070 1,035 1,039 998 1,044 1,141 1,117 G 06 Computing, calculating,  
counting

14 1,021 1,027 994 992 1,030 1,085 1,047 B 23 Machine tools;  
metal-working

stAtIstICs  |



DPMA – Annual Report 201094

2. Utility models and topographies
2.1 Utility models

year

Filings Procedures concluded

new  
applications

Applications  
from Germany

Others 1 Total
by  

registration
without 

registration
Total

2004 20,286 17,053 144 20,430 17,357 7,898 25,255

2005 20,418 17,021 85 20,503 17,138 3,632 20,770

2006 19,766 16,406 80 19,846 16,638 3,036 19,674

2007 18,083 14,834 82 18,165 15,469 2,928 18,397

2008 17,067 14,047 86 17,153 14,347 2,916 17,263

2009 17,306 14,242 70 17,376 13,916 2,652 16,568

2010 17,005 13,694 116 17,121 15,476 2,858 18,334

1 Remissions by the Federal Patent Court, allowed appeals, reinstatements

year
Pending applications 
 at the end of the year

Utility models in force  
at the end of the year

Renewals Cancellations

2004 7,364 106,096 20,428 19,436

2005 7,097 104,976 25,108 18,258

2006 7,269 104,117 22,333 17,497

2007 7,037 102,559 22,604 17,027

2008 6,927 100,093 22,839 16,813

2009 7,735 96,909 21,821 17,100

2010 6,522 95,598 22,546 16,787

2.2 topographies under the semiconductor Protection Act

year
new  

applications  
received

Procedures concluded Pending  
applications  

at the end  
of the year

Lapse due  
to expiry 
 of time

Registrations  
in force at  
the end of  

the year
by  

registration
without 

registraion
Total

2004 4 8 1 9 12 120 332

2005 6 0 0 0 18 99 233

2006 2 10 0 10 10 76 167

2007 2 1 0 1 11 59 109

2008 1 5 0 5 7 59 55

2009 4 0 1 1 3 62 81

2010 0 3 0 3 0 38 46

|  stAtIstICs
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3. national trade marks
3.1 Applications and registrations

year

Filings

Registrations  
under section 41  

trade Mark Act

new applications Others 1 Total

Total
Applications  

from Germany
for  

service marks

2004 65,918 62,576 27,650 998 66,916 48,401

2005 70,926 67,208 30,181 1,019 71,945 50,798

2006 72,321 68,810 33,164 896 73,217 51,124

2007 76,165 72,788 36,082 817 76,982 54,534

2008 73,903 70,074 35,349 777 74,680 50,259

2009 69,069 65,714 34,071 626 69,695 49,817

2010 69,072 65,505 32,441 706 69,778 48,794

1 In particular, cases returned by the Federal Patent Court

3.2 Oppositions

year

Oppositions received Opposition procedures concluded

trade marks  
challenged by  

oppositions

number of  
oppositions

without affecting  
the trade mark

cancellation in full  
or in part

surrender by  
the proprietor

2004 5,290 7,301 5,294 1,712 781

2005 4,697 6,873 4,124 1,255 500

2006 4,679 6,965 3,215 929 698

2007 5,132 7,642 3,477 920 1,200

2008 4,784 7,612 3,691 1,008 1,271

2009 4,011 8,482 3,553 903 1,150

2010 3,988 5,698 3,075 787 1,049

3.3 Cancellations, renewals, trade marks in force

year
Cancellations as well as  

other disposals
Renewals

trade marks in force at  
the end of the year

2004 27,425 26,335 716,123

2005 35,955 29,104 731,039

2006 37,458 26,131 744,769

2007 34,899 26,614 764,472

2008 38,173 31,113 776,628

2009 48,510 33,943 778,008

2010 53,110 36,366 773,744

stAtIstICs  |
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3.4 Procedures for the international registration of marks

year

Requests for international registration of marks originating from the Federal Republic of Germany

Requests received

Procedures concluded
Cases pending  

at the end of the yearRequests transmitted  
to WIPO 1

Requests withdrawn  
or refused

2004 5,581 5,472 58 574 2

2005 5,734 5,639 36 633

2006 5,735 5,712 38 618

2007 6,153 6,136 35 600

2008 5,997 6,122 44 431

2009 4,896 4,819 72 436

2010 4,969 4,805 130 470

1 not including requests for the extension of protection under Art. 3ter(2) of the Madrid Agreement Concerning the International Registration of 
Marks; 1,690 requests for the  extension of protection were received in 2010, and 1,680 requests were transmitted to the World Intellectual Property 
Organization (WIPO).

2 Figure corrected in column “Cases pending at the end of the year”

year

Requests for the grant of protection in the Federal Republic of Germany relating to  
international registrations of marks originating from Madrid Union countries

Requests  
received 1

Procedures concluded

Cases pending  
at the end of  

the year
Full grant of  
protection

Grant of  
protection  

in part

Refusal,  
withdrawal or 
cancellation in 

the International 
Register

Oppositions  
received

Appeals  
received

2004 8,015 7,302 396 996 5,865 2 857 124

2005 9,306 7,176 311 948 6,800 749 49

2006 7,998 7,273 301 931 6,331 805 34

2007 7,508 7,015 331 1,094 5,429 778 40

2008 6,869 5,933 310 898 5,186 617 35

2009 5,753 5,374 422 1,049 4,110 442 30

2010 5,225 4,595 121 820 3,798 407 15

1 not including other requests and not including renewals
2 Figure corrected in column “Cases pending at the end of the year”

|  stAtIstICs
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3.5 national trade mark applications by classes

Class Class headings 2009 2010 +/- in %

0 not classifiable 218 173 - 20.6

1 Chemicals 883 893 1.1

2 Paints, varnishes, lacquers 210 275 31.0

3 Cleaning preparations 1,700 1,866 9.8

4 Industrial oils and greases, fuels 247 284 15.0

5 Pharmaceutical preparations 2,523 2,607 3.3

6 Common metals and goods of common metal 802 835 4.1

7 Machines, motors and engines 1,514 1,459 - 3.6

8 Hand tools 259 269 3.9

9 electrical apparatus and instruments 4,121 4,559 10.6

10 Medical apparatus and instruments 915 967 5.7

11 Heating, ventilation, sanitary installations 1,276 1,235 - 3.2

12 Vehicles 1,286 1,472 14.5

13 Firearms 66 435 559.1

14 Jewellery, clocks and watches 754 1,125 49.2

15 Musical instruments 95 98 3.2

16 Office requisites, stationery 2,468 2,243 - 9.1

17 Insulating materials, semi-finished goods 312 380 21.8

18 Goods made of leather 583 670 14.9

19 Building materials (non-metallic) 782 777 - 0.6

20 Furniture 1,109 1,229 10.8

21 Household or kitchen utensils 616 656 6.5

22 Ropes, string, sails 59 46 - 22.0

23 yarns and threads 20 41 105.0

24 textiles, bed and table covers 380 366 - 3.7

25 Clothing, footwear 2,952 2,985 1.1

26 Lace, ribbon, buttons, trimmings 61 51 - 16.4

27 Materials for covering floors, wall hangings 83 102 22.9

28 Games, sporting articles 1,274 1,478 16.0

29 Food of animal origin 1,918 1,783 -7.0

30 Food of plant origin 2,200 1,895 - 13.9

31 Agricultural and forestry products 692 684 - 1.2

32 Beers, non-alcoholic drinks 1,203 1,230 2.2

33 Alcoholic beverages 1,273 1,275 0.2

34 tobacco, smokers’ articles 144 188 30.6

35 Advertising, business management 7,476 7,886 5.5

36 Insurance 3,072 2,909 - 5.3

37 Building construction, repair 1,972 1,282 - 35.0

38 telecommunications 2,102 1,581 - 24.8

39 transport 1,554 1,790 15.2

40 treatment of materials 428 436 1.9

41 education; sporting and cultural activities 7,645 7,244 - 5.2

42 scientific and technological services 3,743 3,486 - 6.9

43 Providing food & drink, temp. accommodation 2,017 2,005 - 0.6

44 Medical services 3,028 2,833 - 6.4

45 Legal services, security services 1,034 989 - 4.4

stAtIstICs  |
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4. Designs
4.1 Designs filed for registration and design procedures concluded

year

Applications filed Procedures concluded

Designs  
in multiple  

applications

Applications  
with one design

Total
including  
national  

applications

by  
registration

including  
national  

applications

without  
registration

Total

2004 45,272 3,021 48,293 39,565 39,982 31,756 1,585 41,567

2005 45,459 2,624 48,083 36,989 50,070 38,502 2,502 52,572

2006 48,460 2,554 51,014 39,207 46,557 35,619 1,925 48,482

2007 51,974 2,327 54,301 38,834 56,208 41,478 3,549 59,757

2008 45,909 2,329 48,238 36,659 49,146 36,130 2,322 51,468

2009 42,267 2,447 44,714 35,164 35,431 28,983 1,880 37,311

2010 44,474 2,714 47,188 37,737 47,951 35,455 1,914 49,865

4.2 Pending designs (applied for) and registered designs in force

year
Pending designs  

(applied for) at  
the end of the year

extensions of  
registered designs

Designs  
maintained / 

renewed
Cancellations

Registered  
and in force at  

the end of the year

2004 21,143 3,021 15,329 61,233 313,783

2005 16,654 1,440 18,541 53,154 310,699

2006 19,186 1,983 15,720 55,054 302,202

2007 13,730 2,260 18,136 54,022 304,388

2008 10,500 2,541 16,703 1 56,328 297,206

2009 17,903 1,793 15,467 52,721 279,916

2010 15,226 2,663 17,058 47,782 280,085

1 the figure of the extensions has been corrected; concerning designs maintained, the figures include, from 2008 onwards, the designs maintained 
for the 21st to 25th year.

4.3 Designs (applied for) by German Länder

German Länder 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Baden-Württemberg 8,525 7,094 7,623 7,503 5,633 5,561 6,081

Bavaria 11,779 10,074 8,864 9,993 8,750 7,668 7,259

Berlin 997 992 1,233 1,266 1,245 1,369 1,564

Brandenburg 193 147 342 203 254 220 505

Bremen 123 63 172 297 201 194 138

Hamburg 983 268 763 783 1,030 1,188 1,394

Hesse 1,499 2,277 1,855 1,659 1,267 1,468 2,325

Mecklenburg-W. Pomerania 458 101 127 95 247 138 157

Lower saxony 1,804 2,648 2,631 2,787 3,258 2,520 2,742

north-Rhine / Westphalia 9,787 8,614 11,637 9,690 9,648 9,565 10,792

Rhineland-Palatinate 1,068 1,725 1,033 1,629 1,968 2,638 2,132

saarland 226 176 302 246 409 313 227

saxony 1,232 1,039 845 1,358 1,156 1,036 899

saxony-Anhalt 126 248 395 299 374 272 321

schleswig-Holstein 463 896 826 700 846 773 847

thuringia 302 627 559 326 373 241 354

Total 39,565 36,989 39,207 38,834 36,659 35,164 37,737
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5. Register of anonymous and pseudonymous works

year
Works in respect of which 

the author’s true name 
was filed for registration

Applicants 1

Works in respect of which  
the author’s true name

Works in respect of 
which an application 

procedure was still  
pending at the end of 

the yearwas registered was not registered

2004 29 8 12 23 14

2005 17 8 7 9 16

2006 18 15 7 8 19

2007 12 12 1 13 20

2008 18 11 9 26 3

2009 8 7 6 4 1

2010 7 5 3 5 0

1 some applicants furnished several works so that the number of applicants is smaller than the number of works submitted.

6. Patent attorneys and representatives

year

Patent attorneys 1 Foreign patent attorneys  
who are members of the German  

chamber of patent attorneys  
(sec. 154a Patent Attorney Code) 1, 3

Patent attorney  
companies 1, 3entered in  

register
Cancellations

Registered  
at the end  
of the year

2004 147 43 2,255

2005 178 44 2,389

2006 131 43 2,477

2007 162 63 2,576

2008 159 42 2,693

2009 156 64 2,838 2

2010 177 59 2,956 14 14

1 Figures from 2010 supplied courtesy of the German chamber of patent attorneys
2 Figure corrected in 2009
3 Figures not available prior to 2010 

year

Qualifying examination General powers of attorney

number of candidates successful candidates
entered  

in the register
Cancelled

Registered at the end  
of the year

2004 165 163 1,014 464 25,091

2005 162 151 971 150 25,912

2006 186 171 904 150 26,666

2007 179 169 993 102 27,557

2008 158 154 914 187 28,284

2009 168 163 963 155 29,092

2010 196 195 805 160 29,737
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We will be pleased to answer your questions and provide information 

on the steps of an application for an industrial property right. Visit us in 

Munich, Jena or Berlin. You can also contact us by phone, fax or e-mail.

Further information and all necessary application forms are available 

at: www.dpma.de.

Central telephone number of the enquiry units: +49 (0) 89 2195-3402

Central e-mail of the enquiry units: info@dpma.de

Opening hours of the enquiry units

- Munich: Monday through Thursday 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,  

  Friday until 2:00 p.m.

- Berlin:  Monday through Thursday 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.,  

  Friday until 2:00 p.m.

- Jena:  Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.,  

  Friday until 2:00 p.m.

Munich

German Patent and Trade Mark Office

(Deutsches Patent- und Markenamt)

Zweibrückenstraße 12

80331 München, Germany

Search room +49 (0) 89 2195-2504 and -3403

Berlin

Technical Information Centre Berlin

(Technisches Informationszentrum Berlin)

Gitschiner Straße 97

10969 Berlin, Germany

Search room +49 (0) 30 25992-230 and -231

Jena

Jena Sub-Office

(Dienststelle Jena)

Goethestr. 1

07743 Jena, Germany

Service

|  seRVICe

Contact us

We will be pleased to help you



Opening hours of the search rooms:

- Munich: Monday through Wednesday 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 

  Thursday until 6:00 p.m., Friday until 3:00 p.m.

- Berlin:  Monday through Wednesday 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.,  

  Thursday until 7:00 p.m., Friday until 2:00 p.m.

Database hotline search support  +49 (0) 89 2195-3435

 datenbanken@dpma.de

Questions concerning DPMAdirekt  DPMAdirekt@dpma.de

Peter Klemm  +49 (0) 89 2195-3779 

Uwe Gebauer  +49 (0) 89 2195-2625

Press and public relations +49 (0) 89 2195-3222

 presse@dpma.de

 http://presse.dpma.de

Data protection at the DPMA +49 (0) 89 2195-3333

 Datenschutz@dpma.de

Patent information centres

A list of the addresses of the more than twenty patent information 

centres is available at: www.piznet.de.
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A detailed organisation chart is available at www.dpma.de.

Department 2 
Information
Michael Ganzenmüller

Information Services for the Public
Internal Information Services
IT Operation and IT User Support
Planning and Development
Technical Information Centre Berlin

Department 3 
Trade Marks, Utility Models, Designs
Barbara Preißner

Trade Marks
Utility Models, Topographies
Designs

Department 1 / II 
Patents
Dr. Dieter Schneider

Patents II

Electrical Engineering
Chemistry
Physics

Department 1 / I 
Patents
N. N.

Patents I

General Engineering
Mechanical Technology
Patent Files Administration

Department 4 V 
Administration
N. N.

Personnel
Budget
Organisation
In-House Service

President
Cornelia Rudloff-Schäffer

Vice-President
Günther Schmitz

Department 4 R 
Law
Dr. Regina Hock

Legal Division
International Relations
Government Supervision of  
Collecting Societies



Your contact to the German Patent and Trade Mark Office

www.dpma.de




